
Top Ten Rules/Suggestions of Working Outside the Polls 

1) You MUST be at least 10 feet away from the entrance to the polling place. NO EXCEPTIONS! IT’S 

THE LAW! 

 

2) You may NOT campaign INSIDE the polling place.  IT’S THE LAW!   

 

3) The Judge of Elections is the person in charge of the polling place.  Be respectful to the Judge, 

and the Judge will be respectful to you and what you are doing. 

 

4) We are all guests of the facility that is serving as a polling place.  Please consider this when 

parking (do not park in assigned spots), using restrooms or interacting with those who are 

employed at the facility, whether it is a school, municipal building or place of worship.  

 

5) If the election district you are working outside of is your polling place, consider removing or 

covering up any shirts, hats, buttons and stickers endorsing candidates, even though you are 

permitted to wear such items inside the poll.  Bottom line: be respectful of other voters. 

 

6) Do NOT block the direct path to the polling place or stand in front of a voter and block the path. 

Doing so will have the opposite effect than what you intend.  Also, do not be upset or offended 

if a voter does not take your literature or stop to hear what you have to say about your 

candidate.   

 

7) Make sure that any literature and other items (including food and drink containers) you bring to 

the polls you take from the polls.  Any leftover literature not already in trash cans or recycling 

bins, take home with you for reuse or proper disposal. 

 

8) With respect to yard signs: at the beginning of the day, if you are not certain, check with the 

Judge of Elections to see if the polling place you are at permits the posting of signs.  If you are 

permitted to post signs, make sure you remove them at the end of the day.   

 

9) Be courteous to those outside the polls supporting other candidates, even if they are the 

opposition to your candidate and/or party.  It can be a long day and not getting along will 

certainly make it a longer day and more frustrating.  Also, voters may judge your candidate 

based on your behavior. 

 

10) Finally, if you plan to be a “WATCHER,” make sure you review the “Rights of Watchers, 

Candidates and Attorneys” flyer and have a completed Watcher Certificate with you.   


